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Lena Park CDC Graduates Gain Resources to Rebuild Lives

Second Chances Given to Members of the Community
Dorchester, Mass. (October 4, 2007) – They come from all walks of life, but this Friday, October 5, the graduates of Lena Park CDC's Training, Education and Job Advancement Center (TEDJAC) construction & property maintenance course all share a common bond - all will be entering the workforce with the training and skills necessary to obtain higher paying jobs in the construction and property management industries. The ceremony will start at 4:30 p.m. at Lena Park CDC, 150 American Legion Highway in Dorchester.
“We started the TEDJAC program over a year ago to address the employment challenges that some people are facing,” said E. Lorraine Baugh, President and CEO of Lena Park CDC. “This gives us the opportunity to come together as a community and improve our standards of living for both ourselves and our families.”

For Lakeisha Smith, 41, the reality of growing up in one of Boston’s most underserved communities has taken its toll over the years. “I made some poor decisions in my youth that has made it difficult for me to find work,” Smith said. “The TEDJAC program assisted me with transportation and affordable day care in order to allow me to complete the course and embark on a new chapter for myself and my children.”
The graduates range in age from 24 to 60. The rigorous curriculum includes the construction of a practice house complete with master framing, drywalling, and electrical work and allows the students the unique opportunity to contribute to meaningful projects within their community including the Olmsted Green project which will bring more than 400 construction jobs to the area. 
For additional information on Lena Park CDC please visit www.lenapark.org.
About Lena Park CDC

Lena Park CDC is a strong, trusted community leader built on a 35 year legacy and committed to sparking an independent, healthy community. We support children and families in Dorchester, Mattapan, Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park, Roslindale and Roxbury in every aspect of life, from jobs and education to housing and fitness.
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